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The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 



Enactment on:20th may 1961           Commencement from: 
20th June 1961 

                              Meaning of Dowry: 
 “dowry” means any property or valuable security given 

or agreed to be given either directly or indirectly- 

 By one party to a marriage to the other party to the 
marriage; or 

  By the parent of either party to a marriage or by any 
other person, to either party to the marriage or to any 
other person, 

 At or before or any time after marriage.  

 Giving, Taking, demanding or even advertising for 
dowry is an offence. 

        S.-2 of DPA  
 

 



    However, the law permits some presents which are given at the time of marriage to 
the bride or to the bridegroom but requires that 

 Such presents should be customary and its 
value should not be excessive with regard to 
the financial status of the person by whom 
such presents are given.  

 There should be no demand or compulsion 
for such gifts/presents. 

 The bride and the bridegroom shall maintain 
a written list of presents. 

 Made at the time of wedding or soon after the 
wedding. 

 

 

 



 Brief description of each of the presents with 
approximate value 

 Name the person giving the present should be 
mentioned  

 Relationship with the bride or groom 

 List to be signed by the bride and bridegroom  

 Such presents should be customary and its value 
should not be excessive  with regards to the 
financial status of the person by whom such 
presents are given. 

If the above conditions are fulfilled then the penal provisions of the dowry Act would 
not be attracted. 
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Punishments for giving or taking dowry are: 

 Imprisonment for not less than 5 years and 
Rs.15,000. fine or the amount of the value of such 
dowry, whichever is more. 

However, it is not applicable to the presents giving 
at the time of marriage to the bride without any 
demand and the presents are enlisted and 
maintained.  

The list of presents which are given at the time of 
the marriage to the bride shall be maintained by 
the bride.  

                                                                       
                                                             s.-3 of DPA 



  penalty for demanding dowry is punishable 
offence–not less than 6 months imprisonment 
and extendable up to 2 years and fine which 
may be up to Rs. 10,000. 

  However, in special cases, the Court may 
impose a sentence of imprisonment for a 
term of less than six months 
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